
Aparent will do whatever it takes to ensure that their 
child is happy, healthy and has everything they need to 
live up to their fullest potential. But what if you don’t 

know what your child needs? What if all the pieces of the puzzle 
aren’t available, but you 
know deep down that 
somebody out there has 
the rest of the pieces? 

That is the case for 
many parents, includ-
ing the parents of one 
remarkable young 
man named Aryeh 
Kurz, who found their 
peace/piece at Kaufman 
Children’s Center in
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Larry Rood and Ron Stoffer, both of Oak Park, 
work on the play structure.
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Completing The Puzzle
Sensory integration work helps unlock a child’s full potential. 

Karen Schultz Tarnopol | Contributing Writer
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Bnei Akiva brings extended programming to West Bloomfield. 
Shelli Liebman Dorfman | Contributing Writer

W hen cousins Amots, 25, and Atai 
Amiram, 23, came to West Bloomfield 
last August from Kibbutz Lavi in the 

lower Galilee area of Israel, they didn’t know a soul.
They leave next week, having made an impact at a 

local day school and synagogue, and with a commu-
nity-full of friends who rotated invitations to their 
homes for each Shabbat and every Jewish holiday 
since they arrived. 

Before they go, the young men will be honored 
for their contributions at the June 13 annual dinner 
at Ohel Moed of Shomrey Emunah, the synagogue 
where they spent much of their time.

Amots and Atai are here as shlichim (emissaries 
or representatives) of Bnei Akiva, a New York-based 

organization providing reli-
gious Zionist education and 
programs for Jewish youth, 
along with their families and 
communities throughout the 
world.

They spent the past 10 
months volunteering at Ohel 

Moed and the Frankel Jewish Academy (FJA), both 
in West Bloomfield.

“They have done great things and have added a 
lot of energy to the community, which has com-
pletely embraced them,” said Ohel Moed member 
Ethan Gilan. 

“When we came here we didn’t know anyone,” 
Amots said. “Right from the first moment, I felt the

Bnei Akiva 
representatives 
Atai and Amots 
Amiram at Ford 
Field for a Lions 
game.

Bnei Akiva brings extended programming to West Bloomfield

A New Chapter

Aryeh Kurz in the ball pit
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Completing The Puzzle
Sensory integration work helps unlock a child’s full potential. 

Karen Schultz Tarnopol | Contributing Writer

West Bloomfield, which recently celebrat-
ed its 20th anniversary. 

Aryeh, 10, is the fourth of six children 
of Dr. Lawrence and Dora Kurz of Oak 
Park, who also have Shoshana, 19, Molly, 
15, Avi, 13, Noam, 9, and Nesanel, 5. Dora 
knew early on that Aryeh was different 
from her other children. She knew he 
needed help and, despite years of research 
and exploring different avenues, she didn’t 
know how to help him. Yet she knew in 
her heart that somebody did.

“Aryeh was my child that I never under-
stood from the time he was a baby,” Dora 
said. “My other kids liked to be swaddled, 
for instance, and Aryeh had to be held 
backwards and never close. By the first 
grade, he had social and behavioral issues 

— some we eventually learned he had no 
control over.

“I think I lived in the principal’s office. 
He didn’t smile, and I used to feel like 
at any second he was going to explode, 
but I never knew when. He was not a 
happy child. Aryeh is a really good kid, 
but I never understood my Aryeh,” Dora 
explained.

It wasn’t until Aryeh’s psychologist asked 
if they had done sensory testing that a 
light bulb went off. 

“I read a book about how to understand 
my sensory child, and I thought the book 
was written for Aryeh,” Dora said. “We 
took him to Kaufman to be tested and, 
while I watched, I burst out crying because 
he was failing every test. I finally began to 
understand Aryeh.” 

When Aryeh first arrived for treatment, 

he had no muscle tone and 
no confidence. “My son is in 
sports now; he loves sports! 
We joke that his muscles came 
from Mr. Chris.” 

Chris Purgatori, MOT, 
OTRL, also known as “Mr. 
Chris,” is Aryeh’s tireless occu-
pational therapist. Just watch-
ing the two of them “play” 
would wear some people out. 

“In the year we have been 
seeing Aryeh, he has made 
tremendous gains, and the biggest com-
ponent of his gains is the confidence 
he exudes. Before he was shy and didn’t 
branch out a lot, and now he tells me 
about the games he plays with friends and 
how much fun he has at school,” Purgatori 
explained.

Aryeh recently got 
straight As on his report 
card from Yeshiva Beth 
Yehudah in Southfield. He 
also joined the choir and 
spoke in front of 2,500 peo-
ple at a school dinner. 

“I know I am doing better 
in school,” Aryeh said, add-
ing proudly that “giving the 
speech was awesome.”

“I feel better, and I am 
surrounded by kids at 

school. I don’t have to worry about being a 
weakling anymore. I like playing baseball 
and catch sometimes with my brothers, 
and I like to play basketball, too.”

Dora added with a big smile, “Mr. Chris 
gave him that confidence. We could have 
never imagined that Aryeh would have the 

Occupational therapist 
Chris Purgatori throws 
an object in the air 
for Aryeh Kurz, 10, to 
catch while riding on 
sensory integration 
equipment at Kaufman 
Children’s Center. This 
exercise helps Aryeh 
with his motor skills 
and coordination.
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confidence to do all of this; he blew us 
away.” 

Jessica Hunt, OTRL, director of 
Occupational Therapy and Sensory 
Integration Programs at Kaufman 
Children’s Center, explained that 
“Aryeh’s senses were working inde-
pendently rather than together like a 
massive highway system.”

Sense of movement was a particular 
challenge for Aryeh. 

“The vestibular system in our inner 
ear plays a crucial role for the entire 
body,” she explained. “It not only helps 
us to hold our balance, but also our 
attention and focus, movement in our 
eyes, navigation of our bodies in space 
and awareness of how far away people 
are from us. 

“The other main piece was self-reg-
ulation, or how we respond emotional-
ly and physically to situations. One of 
the common things we see is extreme 
reactions because the system isn’t pro-
cessing the information appropriately,” 
Hunt explained.

The work they do with Aryeh and 
many other children at Kaufman is to 
rewire the brain. “With sensory pro-
cessing disorder, some children have 
too much information flooding into 
their bodies or their bodies don’t reg-
ister enough of the information, which 
makes it difficult for them to function 
and really adapt when things change 
in the environment,” Hunt says. 

Kaufman recently expanded its 
sensory gym to accommodate more 
children. It’s a special quad setup 
with four treatment areas that include 
monkey bars, climbing walls, a ball 
pit, a trampoline, hook ups for a varie-
ty of swings, pulling activities, and for 
doing rotation and vertical movements 
at the same time. It also features a 

Lycra network that resembles a giant 
colorful hammock that allows for a 
variety of movement activities and 
strength building.

“It is important to do a variety of 
activities while coordinating all of the 
sensory inputs at the high intensity 
that Aryeh’s body needs because many 
of his systems are under-responsive 
so we have to feed his system because 
it isn’t getting enough information,” 
Hunt said.

Aryeh was frustrated, feeling like 
he was the only one having this 
experience. After observing kids 

Aryeh’s mother, Dora Kurz of Oak Park, watches with Nancy Kaufman as 
Aryeh works with his therapist “Mr. Chris” at Kaufman Children’s Center.

Sensory Issues
Some potential signs that 
a child may be in need of 
occupational therapy/sensory 
integration:
• Overly sensitive to touch, 

movement, sights or sounds
• Under-reactive to sensory 

stimulation
• Activity level that is 

unusually high or unusually 
low

• Coordination problems
• Delays in speech, language, 

motor skills or academic 
achievement

• Feeding difficulties: “picky 
eaters,” dislikes certain 
textures

• Dislikes having face washed, 
teeth or hair brushed, 
bothered by tags in clothes, 
upset by loud noises, doesn’t 
like to be touched

Puzzle on page 14
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line Major Kitchen Appliances, many priced  BELOW 

WHOLESALE COST! Over Half a Million dollars in 
showroom samples, discontinued models, open

 crate and over-stocked appliances must go! 
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Or delivery & installation arranged by third party cartage company.
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FRIDAY, June 7- Noon til  8p   SATURDAY, June 8 - 10a to 6p

This is One Sale that is Too Good to miss! It’s worth the drive from wherever you live!
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at Kaufman, he wants other kids to 
know: “It’s not just you; there are a lot 
of other people with different prob-
lems they are facing.”

Impressed by Aryeh and his deter-
mination, Purgatori said, “Aryeh is one 
of the hardest working kids I’ve seen; 
he progresses in every session. We 
have worked to bring out the confi-
dence we knew he had and to give him 
opportunities to showcase that which 
allowed him to branch out.” 

Aryeh sees it a different way: “Mr. 

Chris made me not shy anymore, so it 
was easy.” 

Dora explained, “We didn’t know the 
tools Aryeh needed. We were trying 
to be good parents, but then we real-
ized we didn’t even understand what 
he was going through. We realized 
he could have gone through so much 
more in life. 

“Now, we appreciate every small step 
because we know the hard work that 
went into it.”  ■■

Therapist Chris Purgatori has some fun with Aryeh Kurz as he throws him 
into the ball area.

Resources: 
Nancy Kaufman Reinheimer, MA, CCC-SLP, director of Kaufman 
Children’s Center in West Bloomfield, just celebrated the 20th 
anniversary of the center that began with just her and her answering 
machine. She started by providing speech and language services 
and soon realized that she would need to add occupational therapy 
and sensory integration to the center to fully serve the children’s 
needs. Kaufman also has expansive programming for kids with autism 
spectrum disorders and social skills groups. 

Kaufman Children’s Center 
5793 W. Maple Road #150
West Bloomfield, MI 48322
(248) 737-3430 
www.kidspeech.com

The Abilities Center, West Bloomfield, a division of Detroit Institute for 
Children, is also a provider of therapeutic services for children with 
special needs. Specializing in sensory processing disorder, motor and 
language delays, autism, cerebral palsy, ADHD, learning disabilities, 
Down’s syndrome and feeding difficulties, the Abilities Center is a 
nonprofit and accepts various forms of insurance, including Medicaid.  

Abilities Center
2075 E. West Maple, Suite B-204
Walled Lake, MI  48390
(313) 832-1100 
www.detroitchildren.org

Puzzle from page 13
Mazel Tov!

Danny Lipsky
You are blessed with so many wonderful 

qualities. Your leadership skills, artistic talent, 

determination and compassion for others, will 

take you far. Whether you were a BBYO Board 

member, counselor at Tamarack, Music Staff 

Member, or Theater Tech Crew, you excelled and 

gave it your all.  Your friends at WBHS crowned 

you as Homecoming King for the past year and 

the Prince for the three years before. To us, you 

will always be “The King”.  We wish you good 

luck at Columbia College, Chicago where you 

will pursue your dream of Film and Animation.

 Mom 
Dad

Mikey & Eric
Grandma & Papa & 

Saba & Savta

Mazel Tov!

Robbie Bell
It is amazing to us how much 

 you have accomplished 
in four short years.

We are so proud of you
Best of luck at GVSU!

Love:
Mom

Adam, Sam and the kids
Dad, Amy and Sarah

Grandma June

Stefanie
You make us proud each 

and every day!!
May this next journey find 

you much love, health,
 happiness and great success!!
We love you more than words 

can say!!

All our love,
Mom, Dad and Ariella

Mazel Tov!


