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Boom | Hebrew Memorial Chapel

The lobby and clergy rooms have been 
remodeled.

The image many have of a funeral 
home is one of an old and stu� y 
environment with very old 

tradi� ons and li� le � exibility. Hebrew 
Memorial is very proud of the rich 
tradi� ons it follows — and also how 
modern it has grown to become.
     With almost 100 years dedicated 
to assis� ng the community, Hebrew 
Memorial Chapel — o� en referred to 
in Hebrew as “Chesed Shel Emes” or 
simply “The Chesed” — is one of the few 
nonpro� t funeral homes in the country. 

”The pro� t mo� ve is not our mo� ve. 
Our main concern is focusing on service 
and taking the � me to make sure families 
get the care they deserve and need,” says 
O� o Dube, managing funeral director. 

With an eye to the future, Hebrew 
Memorial Chapel has just completed a 

major two-year renova� on project. Staci 
Meyers of Dominick Tringali Architects, 
in conjunc� on with Lynne Levin, created 
the warm, transi� onal style that is unlike 
that of a typical funeral home. The decor, 
in fact, actually resembles some of the 
� ner hotels in town. It was a wall-to-wall 
remodel, including doorways, � oors, 
chandeliers and re� nished pews in both 
chapels with beau� ful and comfortable 
cushions. The family room has been 
expanded and remodeled along with a 
new clergy room that was designed for 
families to meet with clergy. 

”Nothing was le�  untouched,” Dube 
says.

”I personally have a great feeling 
of sa� sfac� on being involved with a 
100-year-old nonpro� t organiza� on 
that not only serves the community but 

also looks to constantly improve on that 
service in every way possible. The new 
stately renova� on is a tes� mony to that,” 
says Rabbi Boruch E. Levin, execu� ve 
director.

Hebrew Memorial Chapel also o� ers 
state-of-the-art technology. A Webcam is 
available so services can be viewed from 
anywhere in the world, relieving stress 
from friends and family who are unable 
to travel on short no� ce. 

”A gentleman passed away who had 
a physically disabled daughter who 
lived out-of-state. She was able to take 
a virtual seat in our chapel and watch 
her father’s funeral on her computer 
while the rest of her family stood by the 
podium and waved to her,” Dube says. 

Near the family room there is a 
monitor that can display a video tribute 

Not Your Grandparents’ 

Chesed
Hebrew Memorial, a modern chapel that is rich in tradition.

Karen Schultz Tarnopol { Special to Boom

Everything from top to bo� om is new at Hebrew Memorial Chapel.
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Caring For The Community
Hebrew Memorial Chapel hosts an 
annual community service program 
to highlight the dangers of texting 
and driving in an effort to save lives. 
Their tagline is “Don’t Text And Drive, 
We’d rather wait.” Each year, Hebrew 
Memorial Chapel takes over a go-
kart track and invites youth in the 
community to drive the course while 
texting “Be home soon.” Through this 
experience, young people learn the 
dangers of even a short text. 
    To contact Hebrew Memorial 
Chapel, call (248) 543-1622 or (800) 
736-5033, visit HebrewMemorial.org, 
or email info@hebrewmemorial.org.

of the deceased with photos and music 
for guests to view while they are wai� ng 
to see the family. The video tribute, along 
with a DVD copy, is done complimentary 
by the sta�  at Hebrew Memorial Chapel. 

Services on di� erent occasions have 
included bagpipes, a Dixieland jazz band 
and even an organist with a rendi� on of 
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame” in Yiddish 
with the family dressed in Tigers gear.

Hebrew Memorial Chapel’s caring 
sta�  also helps families with all of their 
pre-arrangement needs as well. “With 
our 100-year history, families can be 
con� dent that we will, with G-d’s help, 
always be here for them when they need 
us,” Rabbi Levin said.

Execu� ve assistant Elaine Klein agrees. 
“A� er working for 25 years at Hebrew 
Memorial Chapel, I am s� ll inspired to 
come in every day to help families in 
their � me of need and to make sure 
their loved ones have a digni� ed burial. 
I also enjoy working with my associates 
because they are like my extended family, 
and I know they really care.” 

With yesterday’s tradi� ons and today’s 
technology, Hebrew Memorial can meet 
just about any family’s needs. “This isn’t 
your grandparents’ Chesed,” Dube says. 
“We, of course, treat the deceased in a 
tradi� onal manner — but our exper� se is 
in assis� ng the families to get through a 
di�  cult � me.” 

Everybody acknowledges that a 
person died. Hebrew Memorial Chapel 
understands that a loved one LIVED! 

Hebrew Memorial Chapel recently underwent a complete renova� on.

O� o Dube, managing funeral director, and Rabbi 
Boruch E. Levin, execu� ve director 

Pews in both chapels have been re� nished.

The small chapel is also available.


