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Legal obstacles still plague gay couples.

Moms Julia Pais and Beth Greenapple with their son, Nadav, 
who had his bar mitzvah at Congregation Beth Ahm.
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They say that our relationships are what truly 
make life special. So, what if you couldn’t 
stand under a chuppah to marry the one 

you love in your own hometown? What if there was 
a law that kept you from having children with your 
soul mate? 

The fact is, LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender) individuals are not protected by many 
American civil rights, including the right to marry 
and to adopt children together. It’s not illegal to deny 
housing or employment to LGBT citizens because of 
their sexual preference either. Additionally, they may 

also be asked to leave a business or denied service at 
a business without recourse. 

Same-Sex Marriage
Same-sex marriages are not recognized in most 
U.S. jurisdictions, including Michigan. Currently 
only nine states have legalized same-sex marriage: 
Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New York, Vermont, Washington, Maine and 
Maryland as well as the District of Columbia. 

Karen Schultz Tarnopol
Special to the Jewish News

Keri Guten Cohen
Story Development Editor

A t Hillel Day School 
in Farmington Hills, 
personal computers 

and Torah are a perfect com-
bination to propel the school 
into 21st-century learning.  

Since the beginning of the 
school year, each seventh- and 
eighth-grade student has been 
using a tablet PC to enhance 
his or her Judaic and secular 
studies. 

And now a special sefer 
Torah project not only will 
allow the school community 
and beyond to participate in 
the 613th commandment  — 
to write a Torah — but also to 
fund further expansion of the 
school’s 1:1 technology, a term 
that implies that each student 
in a classroom has access to a 
computer. 

Last month, Hillel kicked off 
its Torah Campaign, a project 
to complete a Sefer Torah as 
a learning experience for stu-
dents and as a fundraiser to 
finance increased technology 
and to train teachers in its use. 
Rabbi Zvi Pincus of New York, 
a sofer or Torah scribe, came 

to the school to teach students 
and parents about the mitzvah. 
The entire school came togeth-
er to watch him write the first 
words in the Torah.

“It was truly a mov-
ing moment,” said Steve 
Freedman, head of school. 
“The children were mesmer-
ized as they watched the 
Torah they will someday read 
from be written in front of 
their eyes. The whole school 
broke out in song together. I 
am sure it is a moment they 
will always remember and 
cherish.”

The Torah, paid for by an 
anonymous donor, will be 
dedicated May 19 in a celebra-
tion at the school’s annual 
dinner. 

Students will be able to 
sponsor letters for a little as 
$18.

“We want 100 percent par-
ticipation,” Freedman said. 
“Each child will be able to 
fulfill the mitzvah. Coming 
together as a community is 
just as important as the Torah. 
This will stay with them for-
ever. And it’s an opportunity 
for the community to know 
what Hillel really is in our 
55th year.”

Amy Schlussel, dean of 
admission, emphasized, “It’s 
a very sincere opportunity 
for the entire community to 
fulfill the mitzvah.” Options 
for sponsorships — letters, 
words, books — will be avail-
able in multiples of $18.

It is common for syna-
gogues to complete Torahs as 
fundraising projects, but less 
common for day schools. 

Tablets And Torah 
Hillel meshes Jewsh learning 
with 21st-century technology. 

Eighth-grader Gabriella 
Chernyak on a new tablet PC
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While it may not seem significant to 
some that LGBT people are not allowed to 
be married, there are actually more than 
1,100 state and federal benefits, rights 
and protections associated with legal 
civil marriage that they are unable to 
take advantage of as a result of not being 
“legally married.” Among them:

• The right to inherit property from 
 their spouse if he/she dies without a 
 will (without having to pay inheritance  
 taxes).

• The right to make medical decisions 
 for their spouse should they become 
 incapacitated.

• The right to hospital visitation, 
 including ICU and emergency room, if 
 their spouse is incapacitated.

• The right to receive their spouse’s 
 share of Social Security benefits.

• The right to be a beneficiary on a 
 state or  federal pension.

• The right for a person from a foreign 
 country to gain citizenship by virtue of 
 marriage.

• The right to file joint income taxes 
 with the IRS.

• The right to have a court decide 
 property distribution and child custody 
 issues should their marriage break up.

Rabbi Arnie Sleutelberg is celebrating 
his 25th year as rabbi of Congregation 
Shir Tikvah in Troy. In April of this year, 
he married his partner, Robert Crowe, in 
Windsor. 

“I’ll never forget the feeling of stand-
ing on the banks of the Detroit River in 
Canada, facing the other side of the river 
where our home is — our home that 
doesn’t recognize our marriage,” he recalls.

Robert is from England, so the two 
headed off to England in July to get mar-
ried with Robert’s friends and family 
present. Robert, being a British citizen, 
can live in the U.S. on a work visa, but 
does not have the right to become a U.S. 
citizen by virtue of marriage.

 On Sept. 3, 2012, they had a ceremony 
at their home in Lake Orion with 450 
friends, family and supporters. “It was a 
complete Jewish wedding in every way 
with the exception of not being recog-
nized by the state,” Sleutelberg explains.  

“We have made a lot of progress along 
the way, but we still have a way to go,” he 
says. “I would never have believed that 
my congregation would be so welcoming 
and come together the way they have to 
support us. I am very grateful to be in 
this community and for serving the con-
gregation that I do.” 

Synagogues
And Gays
Roughly 30 years ago, 
synagogues did not 
welcome the Jewish gay 
community with open 
arms as it does today 
and “it wasn’t safe for 
the gay community to 
attend a synagogue,” 
according to Michael 
Phillips, president of the 
Jewish Gay Network of 
Michigan. 

 “Gay people were not 
allowed to be leaders in 
the synagogue, gay rela-
tionships were not rec-
ognized and anniversaries were not cele-
brated,” Sluetelberg recalls. “Membership 
back then was granted based on a family 
unit, so a gay couple would be required to 
have two single memberships rather than 
one family membership.” 

Things have changed significantly 
over the years, however, Sleutelberg says. 
“For the most part, today synagogues are 
embracing gay members and meeting 
them will full acceptance. We are ordain-
ing gay rabbis, and gay couples can join 
as a family and celebrate their anniversa-

ries as well.” 
Changes came first in the 

more liberal Reform commu-
nity. The Conservative com-
munity made great strides in 
December 2006. 

“As a result of the teshuvah
written by Rabbis Eliott Dorff, 
Danny Nevins and Avram 
Reisner, which received 13 
votes and used the principle of 
k’vod habriot (human dignity) 
to override rabbinic prohibi-
tions on homosexuality, gay 
ordination and same-sex 
unions are now permitted,” 
says Judy Lewis, director of 
the local Affirmations Faith 

Alliance.
Prohibitions still are in force in the 

Orthodox community, but “social atti-
tudes toward gay Jews have begun to 
shift, due in part to movies like Trembling 
Before God,” Lewis says.  

Adoption No Option
LGBT couples cannot jointly adopt chil-
dren in Michigan. Jay Kaplan, staff attor-
ney for the LGBT Project of the ACLU 

Legal obstacles still plague gay couples.
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Left: Nadav Pais-
Greenapple, a bar 
mitzvah, being kissed 
by his two mothers, 
Beth Greenapple, left, 
and Julia Pais

Right: Robert Crowe 
and Rabbi Arnie 
Sleutelberg were 
married in Windsor, 
Ontario, and in 
England, but had a 
ceremony at their 
home in Lake Orion 
recently with family 
and friends. 
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of Michigan, says, “The language of Michigan’s 
adoption law doesn’t specifically address gay people 
adopting. There is a provision in the law that says if 
a person is married his/her spouse must join in on 
the adoption petition. Some judges have interpreted 
this requirement as meaning that only a legally 
married couple can jointly adopt. Because same-
sex couples cannot marry in Michigan, they cannot 
jointly adopt their children.”

The ACLU does not agree with this interpretation 
of the law. 

“There is no Michigan appellate court decision 
that has addressed the issue of gay couples adopt-
ing,” Kaplan says. “We believe that these judges are 
manufacturing an exclusion that is not specifically 
indicated in the statute.” He asserts that this has 
elevated the issue of marital status over the issue of 
what’s in the best interests of the child. 

Richard Vaughn, founding partner of the 
International Fertility Law Group in Los Angeles, 
says that surrogacy isn’t a viable option for gay 
couples either. 

“There are two types of surrogacy: ‘traditional 
surrogacy,’ where one woman provides the egg 
and carries the child, and ‘gestational surrogacy,’ 
where one woman provides the egg and, after it is 
fertilized, another woman carries the child. Both 
types are illegal for all people in Michigan, gay or 
straight.”

Vaughn was legally married to his life partner in 
2008 during a six-month window when same-sex 
marriage was legal in California. He and his law 
partner are both fathers through surrogacy.  

Miracle Of Nadav 
Julia Pais and Beth Greenapple know all too well 
just how significantly these laws can affect a family. 
The couple, who live in Southfield with their son, 
Nadav Pais-Greenapple, went through an exorbitant 
amount of grief and frustration to have their child 
together. 

Pais, an accounting professional, and Greenapple, 
a writing services professional at Beth Greenapple, 
Wordsmith, were introduced by a friend in 1994. At 
that time, Greenapple lived in New York and Pais 
lived in Michigan. They had a romantic, long-dis-
tance relationship and, after much phone time, they 
agreed to meet in March of 1995. 

The two fell in love and Greenapple eventually 
moved to Michigan to be with Pais. 

They wanted to have a 
Jewish wedding and wanted 
their community to be able 
to celebrate with them, so 
they chose to hold off get-
ting married. They were 
hopeful that the Jewish 
Conservative stance and 
the state laws on same-sex 
marriage would change 
in their favor. In 2005, 
Greenapple and Pais got 
married in Windsor. 

Same-sex marriage 
has been legal through-
out Canada since 2005. 
Marriages taking place in 
Canada, however, are not recognized in Michigan.

When Rabbi Arnie Sleutelberg of 
Congregation Shir Tikvah in Troy and 
his partner, Robert Crowe, originally of 

Chester, England, decided to get married, they wanted 
to create a piece of art that would be symbolic of their 
love and commitment to each other. They enlisted 
Huntington Woods artist Michelle Y. Sider to help 
make their dream come true.

Sider, who was married by Sleutelberg 21 years 
ago, visited the couple’s home in Lake Orion for their 
initial meeting, where she met Crowe for the first 
time. She wanted to create a piece of work that would 
encompass the true essence of each of them individu-
ally as well as together as a couple. The pair discussed 
in detail the future they envisioned, their traditions, 
their memories and more. 

“As I listened to their ideas, I quickly realized this 
was not going to be any ordinary ketubah project,” 
Sider recalled. 

Heading home with her mind swirling full of ideas, 
Sider spent the following week coming up with 13 
designs. 

The final design incorporated images symbolizing 
significant parts of their lives. Tulips were used to sig-
nify Holland, the country where Sleutelberg’s parents 
lived. Daffodils and bluebells were a part of Crowe’s 
mother’s garden in Wales. 

The couple met in a labyrinth in New Zealand. The 
spiral shape in the center of the mosaic, the koru, was 

described in their wedding program as “an integral 
feature of Maori art, symbolizing new life, strength, 
growth and peace — a perfect symbol for the union of 
two people who met in New Zealand.”  

“Michelle was incredibly knowledgeable and very 
flexible in her ability to see what we were looking for, 
and yet she very clearly explained why some of our 
ideas might not work,” Crowe said. 

Sleutelberg and Crowe wanted to be involved in 
the process. They arranged to go to Sider’s studio 
with Sleutelberg’s late mother, Edith Sleutelberg, and 
Crowe’s father, Philip Crowe, to assist Sider. They each 
had an opportunity to contribute in the making of the 
mosaic. “It really was an act of love,” Sider said.

The center portion of the mosaic was made into 
a beautiful print that became their ketubah and 
included both English and Hebrew text written by 
them personally.

“Writing the ketubah and the ceremony was one 
of the best parts of the wedding for us,” Crowe said. 
“Working together in this process helped us to explore 
our values and to clarify what was important to us.” 

One line in particular, according to Crowe, holds an 
extra special meaning for the couple and was inspired 
by a friend — “to resolve our differences through self-
examination, dialogue and compromise.”    

The mosaic hangs in their home as a daily remind-
er of their love and commitment to each other.  ■

Meaningful Mosaic
Artist helps couple and their parents 

fashion a lasting symbol.
Karen Schultz Tarnopol | Special to the Jewish News

Above: Michelle Sider 
designed the mosaic to 
include symbols impor-
tant to the couple. 

Right: Robert Crowe and 
Rabbi Arnie Sleutelberg 
at the ceremony at their 
home in September.

Nadav Pais-Greenapple
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Resources
And Support
Over the years, many organiza-
tions have come into existence as 
a resource for the LGBT commu-
nity. Six years ago, the Jewish Gay 
Network of Michigan (JGN) was 
created. 

JGN’s President Michael Phillips 
explains that the organization edu-
cates both kids and adults in the 
community. JGN also acts as an 
advocate for the LGBT community.

JGN services: 
• Hosts a monthly support and dis-

cussion group, including friends and 
family, on the first Thursday of the 
month in the West Bloomfield Jewish 
Community Center library. 

• Fields calls from individuals and 

families that need information and 
resources.

• Represents the Jewish commu-
nity at Motor City Pride in June.

• Sponsored Joy Ladin, a trans-
gender woman who was a professor 
at Yeshiva University, at this year’s 
Jewish Book Fair. 

• Holds a monthly potluck or a 
brunch in observance of Shabbat and 
the Jewish holidays. 

To reach the Jewish Gay Network, 
call (248) 432-5661 or go to www.
jgnmi.org. 

For issues related to LGBT discrimination 
and public policy, contact Jay Kaplan 
at the LGBT Project of the ACLU of 
Michigan at (313) 578-6812.

The couple hoped to have a child 
with Greenapple’s egg, along with an 
anonymous Jewish donor. Like many 
couples though, after attempts at IUI 
(Inter-Uterine Insertion), Greenapple 
was unable to conceive. As an alter-
native effort, both Greenapple and 
Pais decided to try IVF (In Vitro 
Fertilization) at the same time using 
Greenapple’s eggs. They decided to 
let fate take its course. Pais became 
pregnant and gave birth to Nadav 
(Hebrew for noble and generous) on 
Feb. 10, 1999. 

As difficult as that process was, 
it wasn’t the end of their struggles. 
When the clerical staff member at 
the hospital took a look at the birth 
certificate application form they 
filled out, she advised them that she 
couldn’t submit the form with two 
mothers on it because it would be 
rejected by the state. 

“This was our first experience of 
resistance with respect to having a 
child together,” Pais recalls. 

Because the laws in Michigan 
favor whomever carries the child, 
Greenapple had to take her name off 
of the form. “This is when it became 
real for me,” Greenapple says. “As 
a ‘genetic egg donor,’ I had no legal 
rights to Nadav, and this experience 
made me all the more aware.” 

They sued the state of Michigan to 
get the birth certificate form changed. 
The state won the case, asserting that 
they couldn’t change their forms even 
though there were two different ver-
sions of this particular form submit-
ted into evidence. 

Greenapple and Pais took time to 
learn what their choices were and 
eventually “adopted” their own son 
through Catholic Social Services. 

For a brief moment, Pais had to give 
up her rights as Nadav’s mother and 
Greenapple had to sign away her 
rights as well — the rights that the 
state refused to give to her in the first 
place. Both Greenapple and Pais then 
“adopted” their son. “It was humili-
ating and infuriating,” Greenapple 
recalls. 

They still couldn’t get a birth cer-
tificate with both of their names on 
it until Jennifer Granholm took office 
and ordered the state to accept appli-
cations from parents with dual same-
sex parent adoptions like Greenapple 
and Pais.

Nadav is 13 years old and attends 
the Roeper School in Bloomfield 
Hills. He just celebrated his bar 
mitzvah this past February at 
Congregation Beth Ahm in West 
Bloomfield. 

“Being in a family like mine is 
completely normal to me,” he says. “I 
wouldn’t have it any other way.” 

Though he has not encountered 
prejudice from people, he says, 
“Sometimes people are surprised 
when I first tell them about my 
moms.” 

ACLU’s Kaplan says, “Although 
polling of Michiganders reflects that 
people are fairly progressive on LGBT 
issues, these attitudes are not reflect-
ed in our current laws and public 
policies. This is likely because most 
people are not aware of the positions 
of their elected leaders regarding 
LGBT issues.”

Greenapple, who has seen posi-
tive change in recent years on LGBT 
issues, says, “The Torah tells us 
‘Justice, justice you shall pursue.’ Jews 
are called upon to ensure justice for 
everyone.”  ■
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