
GETTING REAL ABOUT MARRIAGE 
 
Are you ready to get real about your marriage?  Answer the following questions honestly.  
There will be no benefit to you if you aren’t honest with yourself.  Your partner will not see 
this unless you show them.  It is my belief though that many marriages don’t work because 
we don’t know enough about the person we are marrying and we are afraid to ask the tough 
questions. It’s better to know the truth up front and decide to love your partner 
unconditionally with all that they bring to the relationship, than to find things out slowly all the 
while building resentments. Make a game out of it, pick a number then answer that question. 
Whatever you do, get to know that person you are considering marrying. Let’s lower the 
divorce rate! Thank you and may you have a long, healthy, honest relationship ahead!  
 
Best of luck! Karen Schultz Tarnopol 
 
 
Kids 
 

1. Do you want children?    Yes___   No ____   
2. Can you physically have children as far as you are aware? 
3. Are you open to ivf or adoption if you and your partner cannot conceive?____________ 
4. How many kids do you want? _______ 
5. Preference – boys____  girls____  no preference______ 
6. When do you expect to start trying? ______ years/months, before/after wedding 
7. Do you have children?     Yes___   No ____    
8. How many and what is the custody arrangement?______________________________ 
9. Do you have an amicable relationship with your children’s mother/father?___________ 
10. Do you pay child support?____________________  For how long?_________________ 

 
 

Whose job is it to:  
 

11. Change diapers?______________ 
12. Wake up in the middle of the night to feed or change the baby?________________ 
13. Choose schools?________________ 
14. Decide on after school programs or sports?__________________ 
15. How many social/after school activities per season is best for a child?____________ 
16. Discipline?__________________________ 
17. Help kids with homework?_____________________ 

 
 

If both partners work whose job is it to:   
 

18. Cook_________________ 
19. Clean_________________ 
20. Pick kids up from school____________________ 
21. Be home with kids when they are sick___________________ 
22. Organizing schedules and details________________________ 
23. Go grocery shopping________________________ 
24. Do laundry____________________________ 
25. Pay bills & balance check book_________________________ 
26. Do dishes______________________________ 
27. Take care of pets______________________________ 
28. Take out garbage___________________________ 
29. Fix things around the house_______________________ 
30. Take kids to after school events and doctor/dentist appointments  ________________ 
31. Attend school conferences_________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 



If only one partner works whose job is it to:   
 

32. Cook_________________ 
33. Clean_________________ 
34. Pick kids up from school____________________ 
35. Be home with kids when they are sick___________________ 
36. Organizing schedules and details________________________ 
37. Go grocery shopping________________________ 
38. Do laundry____________________________ 
39. Pay bills & balance check book_________________________ 
40. Do dishes______________________________ 
41. Take care of pets______________________________ 
42. Take out garbage___________________________ 
43. Fix things around the house_______________________ 
44. Take kids to after school events and doctor/dentist appointments  ________________ 
45. Attend school conferences_______________________ 
46. Do you swear?__________  Does it bother you if your kids swear?____________ 

47. Do you have a strong opinion about bedtimes for kids of different ages?  During the 
school year, during the summer?________________________ 

48. If two different cultures or religions how do you plan to raise the children 
religiously?_____________________________________ 

49. Do you prefer your spouse to work or stay home with the children?_________________ 
50. Do you prefer to work or stay home with the children?__________________________ 
51.  Do you have any concerns about girls playing with trucks and boys playing with dolls 

should they choose to?________________________________ 
 
 

Work 
 

52. Do you expect to travel for work?_____________________ 
53. If so how often?__________________ 
54. Is ok acceptable to you for your partner to travel for work?_________________ 
55. How often?____________________ 
56. Do you entertain clients at work?________  If so where do you take them?_________ 

 
 
Home 

 
57. Where do you plan to live?_______________   
58. Do you plan on staying there or relocating for work or fun? ________________   
59. If so how soon? __________________   
60. Where do you hope to retire? ____________________ 
61. Do you prefer to own or rent? __________________________ 
62. Do you prefer an extravagant lifestyle?_________________________ 
63. Do you prefer apartment, house, or condo lifestyle?________________________ 

 
Family 
 

64. Do you have a large or small family?__________________________ 
65. How many siblings do you have?_____________________________ 
66. Are your parents alive or deceased?____________________________ 
67. Are your parents married or divorced?_____________________________ 
68. Have you ever been married before?____________________________________ 
69. Are you required to seek court approval to move long distance due to your divorce and 

the children?___________________________________________ 
70. Are you close to your family?______________________________ 
71. Do you have any family estrangements?_____________________________ 
72. Do you have any big family issues?______________  With whom?_______________ 
73. Are you working to resolve the issue?______________________________________ 
74. Are there any family lawsuits against each other?_____________________________ 
75. Do you or your family have ties to organized crime?___________________________ 
76. If so, are you in any danger as a result?____________________________________ 



Finances 
 

77. How much debt do you have?  Revolving_________, secured_________, debt owed to 
family_________, other_______  

78. Do you have a plan to reduce the debt?_____________________ 
79. Do you use credit cards regularly?_________________________ 
80. Do you have any assets?____________________________ 
81. What would be the division of assets if you were to get divorced generally? 

50/50_______, whatever each partner had before the marriage goes back to that 
person_________, other_________ 

82. How often do you go shopping other then groceries?____________________ 
83. Do you believe in combining finances or separate finances in marriage?_____________ 
84. If separate who pays for what?______________________ 
85. Combine income and assets?  Yes_______   No_______ 

 
 

Leisure 
 

86. Where do you prefer to vacation?__________________  
87. How often?________________________ 
88. Do you prefer to travel by planes, trains, car, cruise, camping, out of the country, with 

or without the kids?  (circle all that apply and add any we may have 
missed)_______________________________________________________________ 

89. How often do you watch tv?_______________________ 
90. What type of shows do you like to watch?____________________________ 
91. Who makes the “final decisions” in the house?____________________________ 
92. Do you like/own pets? __________________________________ 
93. If so what kind and how many?_____________________________ 
94. How much money do you spend monthly on maintenance (i.e.-hair color, manicure, 

tanning, etc.)?_______________________________________ 
95. How much money do you spend monthly on hobbies, fun, clubs, sports, etc.?________ 

 
 
Sex 
 

96. Do you feel comfortable discussing your sexual desires with your partner?___________ 
97. How often do you prefer sex? _________            
98. Whose job is it to initiate?_____________ 
99. Do you have any Fetishes?__________           
100. Are you adventurous or do you prefer sex at the same times and the same 

style/poistions?____________________ 
101. Do you have any sexually transmitted diseases?______ If so what are 

they?____________  Have they been treated?_____________________ 
102. Do you sleep in jammies or naked?___________________ 
103. Do you prefer your spouse sleeping naked or in warm comfy jammies?________ 
104. Do you watch pornography? _________    If so how often?_____________ 
105. Do you mind if your spouse watches pornography?_________________  If so 

how often is acceptable?___________________ 
106. Who should be responsible for contraception?____________________ 
107. Have your tubes been tied or have you had a vasectomy?___________________ 
108. Would you like a hot tub or no hot tub at home?______________________ 
109. Do you believe in monogamy or open marriages?_________________________ 
110. Who is responsible for each person’s orgasm?  Theirs, yours or mutual? _______ 
111. Have you ever had an orgasm?_____________ 
112. Have you ever faked an orgasm?______________ 
113. How do you feel loved?  (i.e. when someone says I love you and you are 

beautiful, when someone touches you, during intimate moments, when someone keeps 
the house clean and takes care of things for the family, when someone fixes things 
around the house, when someone buys gifts for you, etc.)______________________ 

114. How do you show your love to your partner?___________________________ 
115. What is your idea of intimacy?____________________________ 
116. Boxers or briefs?_______________________________ 



117. Thongs, bikini’s or grannies?________________________________ 
118. Do you expect your partner to wear lingerie? _________  If so how 

often?________  If so who should pay for it and pick it out?_______________ 
 
 

Religion 
 

119. Religious or spiritual?____________   
120. Do you have any religious rituals? ___________________ 
121. What is your idea of spirituality?____________________________ 
122. Do you believe in God, spirit, universe, source, etc.?_____________________ 
123. Do you plan on converting to another religion?______________________ 
124. Do you expect your partner to convert to another religion?________________ 
125. Do you attend religious services regularly? _________________ How often?____ 
126. Do you expect your spouse to join you?________________________ 

 
 
Health 

 
127. Do you have any depression? ___________ Severity? ________________               

Medication?____________________ 
128. Have you ever had thoughts of suicide?________________ 
129. Do you have any health issues?___________ What and how 

severe?_____________ 
130. Do you have any experience with physical or mental abuse?_____________ 
131. Do you physically or mentally abuse others?_________________________ 
132. Do you smoke? _______________   Do you intend to quit?_____________ 
133. Do you drink?  _________________ How much and how often? ___________ 
134. Do you do any type of drugs?  _______________________________ 
135. Are you on any prescription drugs? _____________  What kind?___________ 
136. Do you take anything that affects your sex life?____________________ 
137. Do you take anything that affects your moods?____________________ 
138. Do you have any current or prior addictions?___________________________ 
139. Have you worked through your addictions?_____________________________ 
140. Do any family members with addictions?________________________________ 
141. Do you have PMS?_______  How severe? ___________  Medications? ________ 

 
 

Fun 
 

142. Sports:    
play?  ___________       How often?______________ 
Watch? ___________         How often?_______________ 
Coach?  ____________      How often?_______________ 
Which sports?_______________________________ 

143. How much time do you spend with friends?_____________________________ 
144. How often should married couples have alone time or friend time?___________ 
145. How much alone time do you prefer for yourself?________________________ 
146. What do you prefer to do with friends?_________________________________ 
147. How often should married people go out on dates together?________________ 
148. What is your idea of a romantic evening?_______________________________ 
149. Do you like movies?____________ If so what types of movies?______________ 
150. Do you like amusement parks, roller coasters?___________________________ 
151. Do you like to take risks? _______  Skydive?   ________  Other?____________ 
152. What is your idea of paradise?_________________________________________ 
153. Do you own or collect cars?___________  How many?__________ 
154. Do you want to own a second home?  _____________________________ 
155. If so:  on the ocean, up north in a cabin, RV/camper, other (circle those that 

apply) 
156. Do you like to read? ___________  If so what types of books?____________ 
157. Do you own or plan to own any big kid toys (i.e. 4 wheelers, motorcycles, 

boats)?____________________________________ 



Food 
 

158. Views on food: vegan, vegetarian, kosher, meat and potatoes, fruits and 
veggies, salads, 3 meals a day, grazer, cook at home, eat out, carry out (circle those 
that apply)___________________________________________________ 

159. Do you expect your spouse to keep kosher or adhere to any religious dietary 
rituals?_________________________________________ 

160. Do you have any dietary needs?_____________________________ 
161. Whose job is it to decide what is for dinner and for cooking dinner?___________ 
162. Do you exercise? ________ Doing what?____________   How often?__________ 
163. Do you prefer your spouse to exercise?_______________________ 
164. Is there a certain weight that would cause you to want to leave your 

spouse?__________________ 
165. What is your favorite dessert?__________________________ 
166. Are you a salt or sugar person?_________________________ 

 
 

Personality Traits/personal preferences 
 

167. Do you see yourself as somebody who likes self improvement or self help?_____ 
168. Rank commitment to (1 being most important 4 being least): family______  

religion______ spirituality_______ job_____ 
169. Do you have written goals?________________ 
170. What is your view on education?_________   College?______________ 
171. Do you attend college? ____________     Graduate?___________ 
172. Would you support your spouse going back to school?___________________ 
173. Where do you stand politically?_____________________________ 
174. Do you have any fears that affect your everyday life?_____________________ 
175. If so do they limit how you live your life?____________________________ 
176. Do you tend to collect things or throw things away?___________________ 
177. Do you consider yourself to be competitive?____________________ 
178. Do you desire to learn more?____________________________ 
179. Do you desire to learn more about yourself?_____________________________ 
180. Do hope to improve yourself or are you happy with the way you are?__________ 
181. Are you always right?_____________________________ 
182. Do you consider yourself to be honest?__________  Loyal?_____________ 
183. Have you ever cheated on a spouse or partner?____________________ 
184. How do you react when you are angry, sad, lonely, mad, 

etc.?_________________________________________________________________ 
185. Are you perfect or do you strive to be?________________________________ 
186. What are your top three strengths?____________________________________ 
187. What are your top three weaknesses?__________________________________ 
188. Do you believe in making up before going to bed?_________________________ 
189. Are you willing to agree to disagree?___________________________________ 
190. Is it ok to take a few moments away before discussing a heated topic or do you 

need to talk/scream it out right away?___________________ 
191. Do you scream/yell during fights?_______________________________ 
192. Is it okay to call others names during a fight?_______________________ 
193. Do you see the world as a good place or a bad place?___________________ 
194. How do you choose to make up after a fight?__________________________ 
195. Have you ever gotten into a fight with a partner and not spoken to them for 

several days after?___________________________ 
196. Have you had any significant deaths in your lifetime?__________________ 
197. Do you act kind in front of others while thinking negative thoughts about 

them?___________________ 
198. Are you a night person or a morning person?_____________________ 
199. If you go to bed early do you expect your partner to go to bed at the same time 

you do?___________________________________ 
200. Do you believe in openly discussing all past relationships or do you believe it is 

the past so there is no point in discussing it?_________________________ 
201. When something is broken in the house – is it your job, your spouses job or do 

you believe in hiring a professional?___________________________ 



202. Do you have unresolved feelings for anyone?________________________ 
203. Who is expected to drive when the two of you are in the car 

together?___________________ 
204. Do you have a good driving record? ________________________ 
205. How many points do you have on your record?_________________________ 
206. Do you have any felonies or misdemeanors in your past or 

currently?___________  dwi’s?________________ dui’s?________________ 
207. Have you ever been in jail?_______________  For what and how long?________ 
208. What is your view on abortion?__________________ 
209. Do you hope to stay married forever?______________________ 
210. Is divorce an option if things get really bad?_____ If someone is unfaithful?___ 
211. Do you believe in staying together “for the kids” no matter how bad things are 

between the married couple?________________ 
212. Do you plan to have a prenup?_________________ 
213. Are you comfortable in social situations when you don’t know anybody?________ 
214. How much time do you spend in the bathroom getting dressed to go out?______ 
215. Do you trust your partner in all areas?  _______________________________        
216. If not what areas do you have doubts? __________________________________  
217. Do you think phone calls should not be taken during mealtime?  What about late 

at night?_________________________________ 
218. Is there anything you haven’t told your spouse?_______________ 
219. Do you have any secrets that cause you to feel shame or guilt?______________ 

 


