
Dana Patchak is living proof that we can 
have it all. Born and raised in Buffalo, 
NY, Dana moved to Michigan to attend 
college at Michigan State University 
and never left. “Michigan is my home. I 
love the four seasons, the lakes and the 
welcoming feel of the Midwest,” Dana 
said smiling. She married her college 
sweetheart 30 years ago, has two grown 
children that she is proud of and has a 
flourishing career at Real Estate One/Max 
Broock in West Bloomfield. 

“I love what I do, and I take my work very 
seriously. It’s a reflection of who I am. I am 
always conscious of how I would like to be 
treated in any given situation, and I treat 
my clients that way,” Dana explained. 
She keeps her clients apprised of every 
aspect of the process. ”If there is a bump 
in the road, I take my client by the hand, 
and we problem-solve together as team,” 
she added. 

With all the hype in the news about real 
estate, it’s more important than ever to 
team up with someone who has a strong 
knowledge of the market. Dana continues to stay on top of the 
trends as things change. She specializes in negotiating for her 
clients, helping them to get the very best representation for their 
side of the transaction. 

It’s a great market to be in right now, according to Dana. “Buyers 
are blessed with plenty of inventory at great prices due to the 
vast number of foreclosures. It’s an ideal time for investors as 
well.” Dana does caution, however, “if a buyer sees a house they 
like, they have to move on it right away because good houses 
are selling quickly. A buyer no longer has the luxury of waiting.” 
Interest rates are quite low too, and forecasters are saying that the 
banks are starting to relax their guidelines in order to qualify for 
a mortgage. 

A seller with a good house, on the other 
hand, is likely to have multiple offers and 
sell rather rapidly. Appraisals are tricky 
though because the comparables that are 
being used may be as old as 6 months. 
That is not necessarily a true reflection of 
today’s market because prices are creeping 
up. “It’s important for our clients who are 
selling to listen carefully when it comes 
to pricing. Our job is to educate them, 
helping them to make the best possible 
decision based on solid information rather 
than emotion,” Dana suggested.

“I love working at Real Estate One because 
it’s a healthy work environment, like a big 
community. We all share ideas and help 
each other. If a client doesn’t appear to be 
a good match for one of us, we help to find 
a better match for that client within the 
office because we know that they will be 
well taken care of.”

As someone who has succeeded in 
balancing work and family, Dana 
recommends finding something you 
love to do because as many of us know, it 

can be challenging to balance it all. “If you find something you 
are passionate about, it will keep you going when you are being 
pulled in twenty different directions,” she said. We have all heard 
that we can’t have it all. Dana has another perspective. “I think we 
can have it all, just maybe not all at once. We need to look back 
retrospectively to see that we did get what we hoped for, maybe 
just not all on one plate.”
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Can women have it all? Can we raise happy, 

healthy children, have a successful marriage and 
enjoy a thriving career doing something we love?   

by Karen Schultz

Dana Patchak of Real Estate One/Max Broock


